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San Bernardino Student Prove
Their Knowledge of History at
Annual Black History Bee

Raven Robinson and Phillip Nikol of Bonnie Oehl Elementary School took first place in the third- and
fourth-grade division competition in the Annual Black History Bee sponsored by the Delta Rho Chap-
ter of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (Photo courtesy C. Borsuk, SBCUSD)

SAN BERNARDINO, CA-
Thirty students from seven
San Bernardino City Unified
School District schools were
recognized for their knowl-
edge of African-American his-
tory at the 2011 Black History
Bee, held February 8, 9, and
10. The Bee, sponsored each
year by the Delta Rho Chapter
of the National Sorority of Phi
Delta Kappa, Inc., tests stu-
dents’ knowledge of African-
American history in a format
similar to a spelling bee. The
students competed in teams of
two and answered questions
about famous African Amer-
icans from various periods of
American history.

In the third- and fourth-grade
division, Raven Robinson and
Phillip Nikol of Bonnie Oehl

Elementary School took first
place.  Yunive Sanz-Lopez
and Miracle Holifield of Bar-
ton Elementary School took
second place, and Gabriel
Knerr and Maryjane Guadala-
jara, also of Barton, took third
place.

There was a four-way tie
for first place in the fifth- and
sixth-grade division. First-
place winning teams were
Alyssa Hall and Rachel Knerr,
Autumm  Steenburgen and
Ocean Rodriguez, all of Bar-
ton Elementary School; Frank
Trujillo and Victor Chavez,
Antonio Flores and Vicente
Chavez, all of Cole Elementa-
ry School.

Second place went to Kay-
lee Anstine and Jasmine Cusi-
mano of Davidson Elementa-

ry School; and Francis Bar-
ron and Veronica Morales of
Cole Elementary earned third
place. In the middle school
division, six teams tied for
first place: Marisol Zarate
and Isabel Torres, Ivan Gar-
cia and Aaron Ainsworth, Jas-
mine Chan and Marissa Kil-
patrick, and Alejandra Davi-
la and Nicholas Ainsworth, all
from Chavez Middle School,;
Monica Gutierrez and Erika
Gutierrez of Rodriguez PREP
Academy; and Traviana Ka-
zee and Semaj Davis of Shan-
din Hills Middle School. The
Bee was one of several Black
History Month events present-
ed at various schools through-
out the district.

NEWSPAPEHR

m WSSNEWSPAPER

‘ f EMPIRE TALKS BACK

(909) 384-8131

577 N. “D” Street, #112H
San Bernardino, CA 92401

SINGE 1987

www.WSSNEWS.com
Carla Peterman

Appointed to Energy
Commission by
Governor Jerry Brown

Weisenmiller, right, as the newest commissioner of the Califor-

nia Energy Commission. (Photo courtesy A. Gottlieb, Office of the

Governor) - Story on page 5

State Attorney General
Files Lawsuit in Computer

Business Fraud Scam That
Targeted Black Churches

LOS ANGELES, CA- Last
Monday, February 28, Cali-
fornia Attorney General Ka-
mala D. Harris filed a lawsuit

against several businesses for
perpetrating a fraud against
numerous African American
churches. Claiming damages
and restitution over $800,000,
the state alleges in a suit filed
in Los Angeles Superior Court
that these businesses ran a
scam that defrauded 33 Black
churches in Southern Califor-
nia. The entire scam actual-
ly encompassed 195 Black
churches in 15 different states,
which indicates that federal
action may also be in the mak-
ing.

The churches were ap-
proached by promoters who
were targeting Black church-
es on leasing computer kiosks

See “State Attor...” page 5
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First 5 Funds Dental Care for Young
Children Throughout County

SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY, CA- Feb-
ruary is National Chil-
dren’s Dental Health
Month, and First 5 San
Bernardino is reminding
parents and caregivers
about the importance of
brushing and taking care
of their children’s teeth.
The American Acade-
my of Pediatric Dentist-
ry estimates nearly 50
percent of children have
tooth decay before age
five. “Poor dental health
is a preventable condi-
tion for our children,”
says Karen Scott, Exec-
utive Director of First 5
San Bernardino, which
promotes the importance
of oral health for chil-
dren and pregnant wom-
en and provides fund-
ing for dental checkups
and treatment for young
children and pregnant
women through its Oral
Health Initiative (OHI).
Over 16,000 children
were served by OHI pro-

viders last year. First 5
San Bernardino current-
ly funds six oral health
programs.

“Every child between
the age of 0-5 can get
excellent dental care in
San Bernardino Coun-
ty” says Dr. Jane Ellis
of the Arrowhead Re-
gional Medical Cen-
ter’s First 5 Dental Pro-
gram. Good oral health
is important for the over-
all healthy development
of young children. A
pregnant woman’s oral
health impacts the health
of her baby, and a young
child’s good oral health
is important to learning
and school success.

Begin taking care of
children’s teeth and
gums early on. Take
your child to the den-
tist by age one, or when
the first tooth appears.
Start  brushing your
child’s teeth as soon as
the first tooth appears
and remember an adult
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needs to help children
brush until around age 7.
Pregnant women should
visit their dentist and get
needed treatment.

The following agencies
provide First 5 funded
dental services, either
on site or by traveling
to school sites, health
clinics, WIC clinics and
health fairs. Concerned
parents may also call for
an appointment:

1. Bonnie Arrowhead
Regional Medical Cen-
ter/ARMC First 5 Den-
tal Program 800-722-
4597.

2. Community Health
Systems, Inc./Inland
Empire Community
Health Center 909-877-
0510 (www.chsica.org).
3. Dental Health Foun-
dation-WIC: Early Entry
to Dental Disease Pre-
vention 909-921-7239
(www.dentalhealthfoun-
dation.org).

3. Victor Valley Commu-
nity Dental Service Pro-
gram/First 5 Child Den-
tal Care 760- 951-9181
(www.vvedsp.com).

4. Inland Counties Re-
gional Center, Inc. /
IRC’s First Start Oral
Health Access 909-890-
3000  (www.inlandrc.
org) *for special needs/
developmentally  dis-
abled children.*

For more about oral
health options for your
child and tips for chil-
dren and moms to be,
visit www.firstSsanber-
nardino.org or call Toll
Free 1-888-934-7785.
For Riverside County
residents, go on line to
http://www.rccfc.org or
call Toll Free: 800-266-
3880 to get information
on similar programs.

San Bernardino County Hospitals
Improve Practices to Increase Breast-
feeding Rates of New Mothers

SAN BERNARDINO,
CA-San Bernardino
County hospitals have
demonstrated leadership
in the State by adopting
baby friendly practic-
es that have significant-
ly increased the num-
ber of newborns that re-
ceive only breast milk.
the overall percentage
of infants leaving the
county’s hospitals exclu-
sively breastfeeding in-
creased from 38.4% in
2007 to 58.5% in 2009.
Eleven of the thirty-four
California hospitals that
have obtained “Baby-
Friendly” status are lo-
cated in San Bernardino
County.

According to the report
“One Hospital at a Time:
Overcoming Barriers to
Breastfeeding,” by the
University of California,
Davis Human Lacta-
tion Center and the Cal-
ifornia WIC Association
(CWA), hospital prac-
tices such as providing
skilled support staff, al-
lowing mothers and ba-
bies to stay together af-
ter birth, and no routine
supplementation ~ with
formula, play a pivotal
role in helping mothers
to succeed at breastfeed-
ing, increase breastfeed-
ing rates.

“Policies and practices
that promote breastfeed-
ing are cost effective
and clearly a necessary
component of standard,
high-quality care. Hos-
pital administrators must
understand the relation-
ship between hospi-
tal practices and breast-
feeding rates, and take
action to secure breast-
feeding friendly envi-
ronments,”  according
to Maxwell Ohikhua-

ficer for
San Bernardino Dept. of
Public Health.

To achieve Baby-
Friendly = Designation,
hospitals must complete
all of the requirements
determined by Baby-
Friendly USA (www.
babyfriendlyusa.org),
demonstrating that they
have correctly integrat-
ed all “10 Steps to Suc-
cessful Breastfeeding”
healthy newborns. Ba-
by-Friendly hospitals in
San Bernardino coun-
ty include Arrowhead
Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Barstow Communi-
ty Hospital, Communi-
ty Hospital of San Ber-
nardino, Inland Mid-
wife Services-The Birth
Center (Redlands), Kai-
ser Permanente Medical
Center (Fontana), Loma

ers
dren’s Hospital, Robert
E. Bush Naval Hospital,
St. Bernardine Medical
Center, St. Mary Medi-
cal Center, and San An-
tonio Community Hos-
pital.

Breastfeeding signifi-
cantly reduces children’s
risk for infections and
chronic disease such as
diabetes, asthma, and
obesity; and results in
children needing few-
er medications and doc-
tor visits. Mothers bene-
fit with weight loss and
reduction in their risk
for type 2 diabetes, as
well as breast and ovar-
ian cancers. For more
information, contact the
county’s Women, In-
fants and Children Pro-
gram at (800) 472-2321.
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San Manuel Tribal Chairman and State
Board of Education Trustee James Ramos
to Speak at Crafton Hills College

James Ramos
SAN BERNARDINO,
CA— James Ramos,
Chairman of the San
Manuel Band of Serrano
Mission Indians, Trust-
ee of the San Bernardi-
no Community College
District (SBCCD), and
member of the Califor-
nia State Board of Edu-
cation will speak to the
campus and the pub-
lic on March 15, 2011
at 1:00 p.m. in the Per-
forming Arts Center at
Crafton Hills College.
Hosted by the Phi Be-

ta Lambda chapter of
Crafton Hills College,
the event and parking on
campus are free.

Ramos will speak on
how history and culture
drive a sense of com-
munity. A proven civ-
ic leader and a success-
ful restaurant entrepre-
neur, Chairman Ramos
has served on the boards
of numerous groups and
organizations  promot-
ing business, economic
and social opportunities.
He also works with the
tribe’s agenda of com-
munity involvement by
reaching out to the sur-
rounding communities
and local governments
to work collaboratively
on issues that improve
the quality of life for all
citizens.

Ramos has demonstrat-
ed a deep commitment to
the preservation of Cali-
fornia Indian Culture,
and serves as Chairman
of the California State

Native American Heri-
tage Commission, direc-
tor of the California In-
dian Cultural Awareness
Conference held annual-
ly at Cal State San Ber-
nardino, and co-found-
ed the Tribal Unity and
Cultural Awareness Pro-
gram at San Manuel.

Phi Beta Lambda is part
of the national organiza-
tion FBLA-PBL, Inc.,
which also operates Fu-
ture Business Leaders
of America at the high
school level. Phi Beta
Lambda is the collegiate
level, and operates as
a professional business
organization, with over
250,000 members. The
San Bernardino Com-
munity College District
oversees San Bernardi-
no Valley College, Craf-
ton Hills College, the
Economic Development
and Corporate Training
Division, and the public
television and radio sta-
tion KVCR TV-FM.

Somyr Banks, Jacqueline Reyes, and
Isaac Ramos are Outstanding Students

Somyr Banks
SAN BERNARDINO,
CA— During their Feb-
ruary 15, 2011 meet-

Isaac Ramos
ing, the Board of Educa-
tion Trustees of the San
Bernardino City Unified

Office Space

AVAILABLE

in the Highland area, private
parking, front receptionist, and
conference room, only serious
parties call (909) 238-6891,
Thank You

Jacqueline Reyes
School District gave rec-
ognition to Outstanding
Students at three district
elementary schools. The
students received school
supplies and a certificate
at the ceremony. The
three students who were
recognized from Juan-
ita Blakely Jones Ele-
mentary School were
fifth grader Jacqueline
Reyes, sixth grader Isaac
Ramos, and third grad-
er Somyr Banks. Their
principal is Ms. Evette
Peters. (Photos courtesy
C. Borsuk, SBCUSD)

New Portal Helps Parents Track Their
Students’ Progress in the San
Bernardino City Schools District

SAN BERNARDINO,
CA- The San Bernardi-
no City Unified School
District now has a new
online tool that allows
parents to keep tabs on
their children’s class as-
signments, due dates,
grades, and attendance.
The new Aeries Parent
Portal is a secure, Web-
based program that gives
parents a real-time look
at test scores, missing
class work, and home-
work, as well as class
schedules, absences, tar-
dies, and unofficial tran-
scripts for middle school
and high school stu-
dents. It will be phased
in for elementary grades.
Superintendent Dr. Ar-
turo Delgado sees the
parent portal as a power-
ful tool that lets parents
become more involved
in their children's edu-
cation. “We’re excit-
ed about bringing par-
ents this technology to
make it easier for them
to be more involved in
their children’s educa-
tion, and give them in-
stant access to see how
their children are doing
in each class. It's like
having a progress report
from each teacher.?
Richardson PREP HI
Middle School became
one of the first District
schools to pilot the Par-
ent Portal last school
year, and about 50% of
the parents have signed
up and regularly use the
system. According to
parent Abigail Medina,k
who has two children
at Richardson and one
at San Gorgonio High
School, “*I get access to
so much information in
just a matter of seconds.
It’s a must for parents
who want to know how

their children are doing
without having to call or
email each teacher.”

The Aeries Parent
Portal gives parents a
chance to intervene ear-
ly if their child is strug-
gling in school or isn’t
attending class. Addi-
tional features are al-
so planned for phasing
in, such as the ability
to trigger an email alert
to parents when a stu-

dent’s grade falls below
a certain level or an ab-
sence is recorded. In ad-
dition to the Parent Por-
tal, a Student Portal is al-
so available for students.
The Parent Portal can be
accessed at https://por-
tal.sbcusd.com/abi_par-
ent, but a parent must
first obtain account in-
formation from their
child’s school and create
their personal account.
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Tune Into “Empire Talks Back” This Sunday March 5th

Works by Inland Area Artists Were

New Book Chronicles the Extraodinary Featured at San Bernardino County

Actions of the Only All-Black WWII
Infantry Unit in Europe

Author Ivan J. Houston

LOS ANGELES, CA—
Soldiers know no great-
er honor than being al-
lowed to fight for their
country. However, what
if your country views
you as a second class
citizen; as three fifths
of a person? The new
book “Black Warriors:
The Buffalo Soldiers
of World War II” pro-
vides a first-hand ac-
count of the heroic ex-
ploits of Regimental
Combat Team 370, of
the all black 92nd Infan-
try Division of the U.S.
Army during World War
II. These soldiers found
themselves fighting the
Axis countries as well as
racism from their fellow
soldiers.

Author and former
sergeant major Ivan J.
Houston will be the very
special guest of host
Wallace Allen on the
“Empire Talks Back” ra-
dio show this Sunday,
March 6 at 10 a.m. on
KCAA 1050 AM and
on WebTV at kcaara-
dio.com. An mp3 au-
dio download will also
be available this week at
WSSnews.com.

The 92nd Infantry Di-
vision was the only Ne-
gro Infantry Division to
fight in Europe during
World War 11, and Com-
bat Team 370 was its
elite regimen, comprised
of enlisted men who
were primarily southern
Negroes, well-educat-
ed black junior officers
and white senior officers
from southern states.
The 92nd Infantry Di-
vision was organized in
such a way that no black
officer or soldier would
ever command a white
officer or soldier, even

MEMORIES OF THE ONLY NEGRO INFANTRY DIVISION
TO FIGHT IN EUROPE DURING WORLD WARII

WITH GORDON COHN

in combat.

Author Ivan Houston
was an enlisted soldier
in the 370 and kept the
Units’ Operations Jour-
nal, recording every de-
tail of each engagement
the unit was involved
in as well as the day-
to-day operations. Un-
like Stephen Ambrose’s
“Band of Brothers”,
which was based on in-
terviews and recollec-
tion of the men of Easy
Company, “Black War-
riors is unique, as Hous-
ton has taken the offi-
cial archive, the log of
the 370’s actions in Eu-
rope, and constructed an
unvarnished portrait of
life as a soldier of col-
or in a military that was
convinced they would
fail. The 370 unit proved
them wrong time and
time again, demonstrat-
ing that courage and val-
or have no color.

Ivan J. Houston re-
ceived a B.S. degree
from the University of
California, Berkeley, in
1948. During his ac-
tive duty military ser-
vice in the army, he re-

ceived the combat In-
fantryman’s Badge, the
Bronze Star, and the
Purple Heart for wounds
received in action. From
1970 to 1990 Mr. Hous-
ton was the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Golden
State Mutual Life Insur-
ance Company, which
his father Norman O.
Houston, a WWI veteran
had co-founded. Hous-
ton also served on sever-
al Fortune 500 Corpora-
tion boards of directors,
and was named by Ebo-
ny Magazine for 14 con-
secutive years as one of
America’s Most Influen-
tial African Americans.
Houston was knighted
by Pope John Paul II as
a Knight of St. Gregory
the Great in 1993.
“Black Warriors: The
Buffalo  Soldiers of
World War II,” pub-
lished by iUniverse
(Www.iuniverse.com), is
available at major book
stores, on amazon.com,
via Kindle, and Sony
Reader. Find out more
at http://www.black-
warriorsbook.com/.

Employees Black History Event

SAN BERNARDINO, CA- The San Bernardino County Association of African-
American Employees held their 18th Annual Black History Month Celebration last
Thursday, February 24 at the government center and showcased the work of sever-
al local artists. Three of the featured artists are shown here with California Assem-
bly Member Wilmer Amina Carter at the vent, left to right, Okaybabs, Van How-
ard, Assembly Member Carter, and Maurice Howard. The work of internationally
renowned Inland area artist Charles Bibbs was also displayed. The art exhibit is co-
sponsored by Assembly Member Carter and the Black Voice Foundation Inc., and
will continue on display through March 15, 2011. (Photo courtesy E. Braunstein)
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Continued from the front page

State Attorney General Files Lawsuit
in Computer Business Fraud Scam

which they said would
enhance the experi-
ence of the congregation
without the church in-
curring any costs. How-
ever, the scam ended up
creating big debts for the
churches.  The defen-
dants named in the Attor-
ney General’s lawsuit in-
cludes Television Broad-
casting Online, Ltd., Ur-
ban Interfaith Network,
Willie Perkins, Michael
Morris, Wayne Wilson,
Tanya Wilson, Balboa
Capital Corp., and Unit-
ed Leasing Associates of
America, Ltd. It charges
them with violations of
the state’s unfair compe-
tition and false advertis-
ing laws, and seeks res-
titution, civil penalties
and an injunction to pre-
vent any further illegal
activities.

Banc of America Leas-
ing and Capital LLC, a
subsidiary of Bank of
America Corporation is
not specifically named
in this lawsuit. Howev-
er, it is one of the leas-
ing businesses involved
with at least 3 of the
churches targeted by this
scam, and its records
were also subpoenaed as
a part of the investiga-
tion. Several defendants
are unnamed and may be
included in the “DOES 1
through 15, inclusive...”
mentioned in the com-

plaint.
“This was a cruel and
hypocritical ~ scheme,”

said Attorney Gener-
al Harris. “The perpe-
trators preyed on insti-
tutions of faith. Let this
be a lesson to others who
may look to defraud our
community  organiza-
tions: you will be caught
and you will be held ac-
countable.”

The lawsuit states that
defendants  Television
Broadcasting ~ Online,
Ltd., Urban Interfaith

Network, Willie Per-
kins, and Michael Mor-
ris “engaged in a nation-
wide scam” in which
they persuaded “195 Af-
rican American church-
es in 15 different states
to enter into expensive
and onerous leases for
shoddy computer equip-
ment housed in wooden
cabinets.” They prom-
ised the churches the ki-
osks would be free, ad-
vertisers would make
the lease payments and
the churches would be
under no financial ob-
ligation. By 2006, the
scam reached California,
where 33 African Amer-
ican churches were per-
suaded to enter into leas-
es for the kiosks.
Twenty-four of the
churches are located in
Los Angeles County,
five in Riverside Coun-
ty and four in San Ber-
nardino County, includ-
ing St. Paul AM.E,
New Hope Mission-
ary Baptist Church, and
Temple Missionary Bap-
tist Church, and Ecclesia
Christian  Fellowship.
The Riverside County
churches included A.K.
Quinn AME Church in
Moreno Valley, Allen
Chapel A.M.E. in River-
side, a church located in
Murrieta, and a church
located in Perris.
Defendants Wayne and
Tanya Wilson -- on be-
half of Television Broad-
casting Online, Ltd., Ur-
ban Interfaith Network,
Willie Perkins and Mi-
chael Morris -- pitched
themselves to the Cali-
fornia churches, accord-
ing to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s complaint, as rep-
resenting “a business/
religious entity, nation-
al in scope, with strong
ties to both the African
American communi-
ty and enlightened cor-
porate sponsors” that

wanted to help churches.
They said the comput-
er kiosks would connect
the churches and their
parishioners to “national
advertisers, government,
businesses and even
generate some revenue
for themselves.” When
the churches failed to
pay the monthly lease
payments, Balboa and
United filed collection
suits, seeking full pay-
ment plus interest, attor-
neys’ fees and costs.

According to the At-
torney General’s com-
plaint, the leasing com-
panies, Balboa and Unit-
ed, are liable because the
other defendants were
acting as their agents
and because, even af-
ter the leasing compa-
nies learned of the mis-
representations, they
failed to alert church-
es to the scam and vig-
orously continued to en-
force the terms of the
leases. Wayne and Tan-
ya Wilson live in Ran-
cho Cucamonga. Balboa
Capital Corp. is based in
Irvine. United Leasing
is based in Brookfield,
Wisconsin. Urban Inter-
faith Network, Inc. and
Television Broadcasting
Online, Ltd. are based
in Oxon Hill, Maryland.
Perkins and Morris were
convicted in Michigan
of racketeering, conspir-
acy, and false pretenses
in connection with the
scam. Morris is serving
5 to 20 years, and Per-
kins is serving 4 to 20
years.

The original California
investigation was spear-
headed under former at-
torney general and re-
cently inaugurated Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown. A
copy of the actual law-
suit can be found online
at  www.wssnews.com.
(LP WSSN 2-28-11)
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Carla Peterman Appointed to
Energy Commission

SACRAMENTO, CA-
Carla Peterman, 32, of
Oakland, has been ap-
pointed to the Califor-
nia Energy Commis-
sion. currently serves
on the board of directors
for the Utility Reform
Network. Peterman has
conducted extensive re-
search on solar photo-
voltaic markets and cli-
mate change, including
co-authoring a series of
Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory publi-
cations on cost and de-
ployment trends in the
U.S. solar photovolta-
ic market. She has con-
ducted research at the
University of California
Energy Institute at Haas
since 2006 and the Law-
rence Berkeley National
Laboratory from 2008 to
2010.

Ms. Peterman was a
business analyst with
Isles from 2004 to 2005
and was an associate fo-
cused on energy financ-
ing in the investment

banking division of
Lehman Brothers from
2002 to 2004.  Peter-
man holds a B.A. in his-
tory from Howard Uni-
versity, and an M.S. in
environmental change
and management and
an M.B.A. from Oxford
University, where she
was a Rhodes Scholar.
She is a Ph.D. candidate
at the University of Cal-

ifornia, Berkeley. Pe-
terman’s position, which
pays $128, 109, requires
Senate confirmation.
Peterman is a Democrat.
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